TILDEN TOWNSHIP
BERKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

ORDINANCE NO., 255 - 2024

AN ORDINANCE OF TILDEN TOWNSHIP, BERKS COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA, REPEALING AND REPLACING ORDINANCE No. 214,
2013 AND ADOPTING THE 2018 EDITION OF THE INTERNATIONAL
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE, REGULATING AND GOVERNING
THE CONDITIONS AND MAINTENANCE OF ALL PROPERTY, BUILDINGS
AND STRUCTURES IN TILDEN TOWNSHIP BY: PROVIDING THE
STANDARDS FOR SUPPLIED UTILITIES AND FACILITIES AND OTHER
PHYSICAL THINGS AND CONDITIONS ESSENTIAL TO ENSURE THAT
STRUCTURES ARE SATFE, SANITARY AND FIT FOR OCCUPATION AND
USE, THE CONDEMNATION OF BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES UNFIT
FOR HUMAN OCCUPANCY AND USE AND THE DEMOLITION OF SUCH
EXISTING STRUCTURES, PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF PERMITS
AND COLLECTION OF FEES THEREFOR, AND REPEALING ALL
ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT THEREWITH.

BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Board of Supervisors of Tilden Township,

Berks County, Pennsylvania (the “Township”), and it is hereby ENACTED AND ORDAINED
by the authority of the same as follows:

Pursuant to the provisions of the Second-Class Township Code, specifically Sections 1517
and 1601, permitting Second Class Townships to adopt codes and ordinances to govern and
regulate the occupation, maintenance, sanitation, lighting, ventilation, toilet facilities, use and
inspection of all buildings and housing used for occupancy, and to adopt by reference a nationally
recognized code in a Township ordinance, the Board of Supervisors hereby repeals Ordinance
No. 214, 2013, and enacts and ordains the following in its place to be an Ordinance of the
Township:

SECTION 1. Part 2, entitled, “Property Maintenance Code,” of Chapter VI, entitled,
“Code Enforcement,” of the Code of Ordinances of Tilden Township is hereby amended and the
International Property Maintenance Code, 2018 Edition, as published by the International Code
Council shall be and is hereby adopted as the Property Maintenance Code of Tilden Township,
Berks County, Pennsylvania, for regulating and governing the conditions and maintenance of all
property, buildings and structures, by providing the standards for supplied utilities and facilities
and other physical things and conditions essential to ensure that structures are safe, sanitary and
fit for occupation and use, and the condemnation of buildings and structures unfit for human
occupancy and use; the demolition of such existing structures as herein provided; providing for
the issuance of permits and collection of fees therefor; and each and all of the regulations,
provisions, penalties, conditions and terms of said Property Maintenance Code on file in the
Business Office of Tilden Township are hereby referred to, adopted, and made a part hereof, as

if fully set out in this Ordinance, with the additions, insertions, deletions and changes, prescribed
in Section 2 of this Ordinance.
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SECTION 2. The following sections of the Infernational Property Maintenance Code,
2018 Edition are hereby amended, supplemented and revised, as follows:

The defined term “Board of Supervisors” shall be substituted in all relevant Sections and
Subsections of the Code for “the Governing Body”.

Section 101.1. Title. These regulations shall be known as the Property Maintenance Code

of Tilden Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania, and shall be hereinafter referred to as “the
Code”.

Section 103, Department of Property Maintenance Inspection. The title of Section 103
shall be amended to read as follows: “Building Code Official and Duties”.

Section 103.1 General. Section 103.1 is hereby amended and rested in its entirety, as
follows:

Section 103.1 Creation of the Office of Building Code Official, The office
of Building Code Official is hereby created and the executive official(s) in charge
thereof shall be known as the Building Code Official.

The defined term “Building Code Official” shall be substituted in all relevant Sections and
Subsections of the Code for “Code Official” and “Building Official”.

Section 103.2 Appointment is hereby amended and restated in its entirety, as follows:

Section 103.2 Appointment. The Building Code Official shall be appointed

by the Board of Supervisors, by resolution, and shall serve at the pleasure of the
Board of Supervisors.

Section 103.5 Fees is hereby amended and restated in its entirety, as follows:

Section 103.5. Fees. Fees assessable by Tilden Township for the
administration and enforcement undertaken pursuant to the Code shall be
established by the Board of Supervisors under a fee schedule resolution from time
to time. The fees for all work, permits, charges, etc., shall be paid in accordance
with the fee schedule resolution in effect at the time application is made.

Section 104.6 Department Records. The title of Section 104.6 shall be amended to read as
follows: “Building Code Official’s Records”,

Section 106.4 Violation Penalties. is hereby deleted in its entirety and a new Section 106.4
entitled “Prosecution of Violation” shall read as follows:

Section 1064 Prosecution of Violation. Persons who shall violate a
provision of this Code, fail to comply with any of the requirements thereof or erect,
install, alter or repair work in violation of the approved construction documents
or directive of the Building Code Official, or of a permit or certificate issued under
the provisions of this Code, shall be guilty of a summary offense, punishable by a
fine of not less than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) nor more than One Thousand
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Dollars {$1,000.00) per violation. Each day that a violation continues after due
notice has been served shall be deemed a separate offense.

Section 111 Means of Appeal is deleted in its entirety and a new Section 111 entitled
“ Appeals” shall read as follows:

Section 111 Appeals. The creation of the Berks County Uniform
Construction Code Board of Appeals among the Township and other
municipalities and the County of Berks which was created in accordance with and
its authority and qualifications and the filing of appeals shall be in accordance with
Sections 403,121 and 403.122 of 34 PA Code Chapter 403.

Section 112.4 Failure to Comply is hereby amended and restated in is entirety, as follows:

Section 112.4 Failure to Comply. Any person who shall continue any work
after having been served with a stop work order, except such work as that person
is directed to perform to remove a violation or unsafe condition, shall be liable to
a fine of not less than Three Hundred Doliars ($300.00) nor more than One
Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00).

Section 202 General Definitions is hereby amended and supplemented to include the
following additional definitions:

Occupied, As applied to a building or portion thereof, shall be construed
as though followed by the words, “or intended, arranged or designated to be
occupied, or having a certificate of use and occupancy.”

Section 301 General is hereby amended and supplemented to include the following
additional subsection known as 301.2.1:

Section 301.2.1 Properties Abutting Public Right-of-Way. Where
properties abut a public right-of-way, the abutting property owner shall be
responsible for the maintenance of the area between their property line and the
cartway, including the curb, the sidewalk and grass areas between the curb and
the property line.

Section 302 Exterior Property Areas is hereby amended and supplemented to include the
following additional subsection knbwn as 302.3.1:

Section 302.3.1 Removal of Snow and Ice. Where sidewalks exist, those
responsible (see Section 301.2.1, as amended) for the sidewalks shall clear the full
width of the sidewalk of snow and ice within 24 hours after the cessation of the
snowfall. -

Exception: When more than twelve inches (12) of snow has fallen, those

responsible for the sidewalk shall clear the full width of the sidewalk of snow and
ice within 48 hours after the cessation of the snowfall.
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Section 302.4 Weeds is amended and supplemented to insert the height of weed or plant
growth in inches, as follows:

Section 302.4 Weeds. Premises and exterior property shall be maintained
free from weeds or plant growth in excess of six inches (6”). Noxious weeds shall
be prohibited. Weeds shall be defined as all grasses, annual plants and vegetation,
other than trees or shrubs provided; however, this term shall not include
cultivated flowers and gardens.

Upon failure of the owner or agent having charge of a property to cut and
destroy weeds after service of a notice of violation, they shall be subject to
prosecution in accordance with Section 106.3 and as prescribed by the authority
having jurisdiction. Upon failure to comply with the notice of violation, any duly
authorized employee of the jurisdiction or contractor hired by the jurisdiction shall
be authorized to enter upon the property in violation and cut and destroy the
weeds growing thereon, and the costs of such removal shall be paid by the owner
or agent responsible for the property.

Section 302 Exterior Property Areas is hereby amended and supplemented to include the
following additional subsection known as Section 302.4.1,

Section 302.4.1 The Building Code Official, or any officer or employee of the
Township designated thereby for this purpose, is hereby authorized to give notice,
by personal service or United States mail, to the owner or occupant or any adult
person in charge of said premises, as the case may be, of any property wherein
grass or other vegetation is in violation of Section 302.4, directing and requiring
such occupant or owner to remove, trim or cut such grass, weeds or vegetation so
as to conform to the requirements of this Code, within five (5) days after issuance
of such notice.

Whenever, in the judgment of the Building Code Official, it shall appear to
be impracticable to give notice as above provided, either because the owner or
occupant cannot readily be found, or because a search for the owner or occupant
would entail unreasonable delay, the Township or any officer or employee of the
Township designated thereby for that purpose, may give notice by posting
conspicuously on the property where such nuisance exists, a notice or order
directing and requiring that such nuisance be abated within five (5) days.

In case any person, firm or corporation shall neglect, fail or refuse to comply
with such notice within the period of time stated therein, the Township may order
the removal, trimming or cutting of such grass, weeds or vegetation, and the cost
thereof, together with a penalty of ten percent (10%) of the cost thereof shall be
collected by the Township from such person, firm or corporation, in the manner
provided by law and may be entered as a municipal lien against the property and
owner thereof, for the abatement of nuisance.

Section 302.8 Motor Vehicles shall be amended and rested in its entirety, as follows:
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Section 302.8 Motor Vehicles. In the R-2, R-3, and R-4 Zoning Districts, as
set forth in the Tilden Township Zoning Ordinance and Zoning Map, only one
intact inoperative or unlicensed motor vehicle shall be parked, stored, or kept on
any premises, A vehicle of any type is permitted to undergo major overhaul,
including body work, provided that such work is performed inside a structure or
similarly enclosed area designed and approved for such purposes.

Section 304.01 Insect Screens is amended and supplemented to include the period of time
insect screens are required, as follows:

Section 304.14 Insect Screens. During the period from May 1st to October
1¢, every door, window and other outside opening required for ventilation of food
preparation areas, food service areas or any areas where products to be included
or utilized in food for human consumption are processed, manufactured,
packaged or stored shall be supplied with approved tightly fitting screens of
minimum 16 mesh per inch (16 mesh per 25 mm), and every screen door used for
insect control shall have a self-closing device in good working condition.

Exception: Screens shall not be required where other approved means, such
as air curtains or insect repellent fans, are employed.

Section 602.3 Heat Supply is amended and supplemented to include the period of time
heat is required, as follows: '

602.3 Heat Supply. Every owner and operator of any building who rents,
leases or lets one or more dwelling units or sleeping units on terms, either
expressed or implied, to furnish heat to the occupants thereof shall supply heat
during the period from September Ist to April 30" to maintain a minimum
temperature of 68°F (20°C} in all habitable rooms, bathrooms and toilet rooms.

Exceptions:

1. When the outdoor temperature is below the winter outdoor design
temperature for the locality, maintenance of the minimum room temperature shall
not be required provided that the heating system is operating at its full design
capacity. The winter outdoor design temperature for the locality shall be as
indicated in Appendix D of the International Plumbing Code.

2. In areas where the average monthly temperature is above 30°F (-
1°C), a minimum temperature of 65°F (18°C) shall be maintained.

Section 602.4 Occupiable Work Spaces is amended and supplemented to include the
period of time heat is required, as follows:

6024 Occupiable Work Spaces. Indoor occupiable work spaces shall be

supplied with heat during the period from September 1% to April 30t to maintain
a minimum temperature of 65°F (18°C) during the period the spaces are occupied.
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Exceptions:

1. Processing, storage and operation areas that require cooling or
special temperature conditions,

2. Areas in which persons are primarily engaged in vigorous physical
activities,

SECTION 3. Nothing in this Ordinance or in the Code hereby adopted shall be
construed to affect any suit or proceeding impending in any court, or any rights acquired, or
liability incurred, or any cause or causes of action acquired or existing, under any act or ordinance
hereby repealed, nor shall any just or legal right or remedy of any character be lost, impaired or
affected by this Ordinance.

SECTION 4. All other ordinances or parts of ordinances of the Township which are
inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.

SECTION 5. The provisions of this Ordinance are severable, and if any section, sentence,
clause, part or provision hereof shall be held to be illegal, invalid or unconstitutional by any court
of competent jurisdiction, such decision of the court shall not affect the remaining sections,
sentences, clauses, parts or provisions of this Ordinance. It is hereby declared to be the intent of
the Board of Supervisors that such Ordinance would have been enacted if such illegal, invalid or
unconstitutional section, sentence, clause, part or provision had not been included herein.

SECTION 6. This Ordinance shall become effective at the earliest date permitted by law
following the date of its enactment,

DULY ENACTED AND ORDAINED this 11 day of December 2024.

TILDEN TOWNSHIP
BERKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

Gene/frehappell, Chairman i‘“
Y
Fred Herman, Vice Chairman

VLA

'ﬁighard Delgong | Merpber

Attest: /

AAs9t) Secretary
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MUNICIPAL CERTIFICATION

I, Monica Flower, the Manager of Tilden Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania, do
hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance No, 255 - 2024 was advertised in the Reading Eagle, a
daily newspaper of general circulation in Tilden Township and was duly enacted and approved
as set forth at a regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors held onDecemper 11, 2024,

[SEAL]

Monica Flower, Manager
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